Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1952 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Wisbech. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  report 
ending  31st  December,  1952. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  4,666  acres. 

Estimated  resident  population  mid-1952,  17,150. 
Rateable  value  £87,872. 

Sum  realised  by  a  penny  rate,  £338:3:4. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  about  4,836. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . 

.  278 

142 

136 

Illegitimate  . 

.  24 

11 

13 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popula¬ 
tion  mid-1952,  17-60. 

Still  Births. 

Total  M.  F. 
Legitimate  .  6  3  3 

Illegitimate  .  1  1  0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  22-33. 

Deaths .  212  112  100 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  average  popula¬ 
tion,  12-35 


on  the  general  health  of  the  Borough  for  the  past  year, 

The  comparable  figures  for  towns  of  approximately 
the  same  size  are  as  follows :  — 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  .  15-5 

Death  rate  per  1,000  .  11-2 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age...  25-8 

In  the  Borough  there  is  a  School  Clinic,  a  Tubercular 
Clinic,  two  General  Hospitals,  and  a  Hospital  for  chron¬ 
ic  aged  and  sick  female  patients,  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic 
held  weekly  at  the  North  Cambridgeshire  Hospital. 
Infectious  Diseases  are  accommodated  at  Peterborough 
and  East  Dereham  Isolation  Hospitals. 

Excellent  Motor  Ambulance  facilities  are  available, 
whilst  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  and  Pathological  and  Bac¬ 
teriological  examinations  are  provided  when  necessary. 

Public  Health  Staff. 

The  duties  connected  with  this  are  carried  out  by  the 
M.O.H.  who  is  a  part-time  officer,  the  Borough  Engin¬ 
eer  and  Surveyor,  the  Borough  Senior  and  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  all  full-time  officers,  together  with 
those  of  the  Council’s  employees  who  are  specially 
needed  for  sanitary  work. 


Deaths  From  Puerperal  Causes  :  — 


05 

Q 

Puerperal  sepsis  .  0 

Other  puerperal  causes .  0 


: 
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0 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  Year  of  Age  :  — 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  19-86 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  .  14-38 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  .  83-33 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  .  37 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  .  0 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  .  0 


Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  0 
Deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents .  2 


Infant  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  Norwich 
Road  is  held  weekly  on  Friday  afternoons,  and  is  well 


attended. 

Welfare  Attendances  for  1952 

Number  of  children  who  attended  during  the 

year  .  354 

Number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first 
time,  and  who  at  their  first  attendance  were 
under  1  year  .  136 

Number  of  children  attending  for  the  first  time, 
and  who  at  their  first  attendance  were  be¬ 
tween  1  and  5  years  .  21 

Total  511 


Total  number  of  attendances  made  by  child¬ 


ren  during  the  year. 

1.  Under  1  year  of  age  .  2752 

2.  Over  1  year  of  age  .  745 


Total  3497 


7 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Number  of  children  under  the  age  of  5  years 
who  have  completed  a  full  course  of  immun¬ 
isation  against  Diphtheria  during  the  year  147 

Housing. 

Future  Requirements. 

The  need  for  further  houses  in  the  Borough  is  em¬ 
phasised  by  the  fact  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  ap¬ 
proximately  640  applicants  remained  on  the  waiting 
list,  with  an  additional  80  aged  persons  who  required 


suitable  houses. 

Building. 

Houses  completed  in  1952:  — 

Wisbech  Corporation  .  67 

Private  Enterprise  .  23 

Total  post  war  houses  completed  and  occupied  403 

Work  in  hand.  Corporation .  170 

Waiting  list.  Corporation  .  640 

Work  in  hand,  Private  Enterprise  .  23 

Water. 

Certificate  of  Analysis. 

Appearance  .  Clear  and 

bright 

pH  .  7-5 

Alkalinity  .  184 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  (p.p.m.)  .  10.4 

Chlorine  (free)  (p.p.m.) .  Trace 

Hardness  Carbonate  (p.p.m.)  .  184 

Hardness  Non-Carbonate  (p.p.m.)  .  69 

Total  Hardness  (p.p.m.)  .  253 

Bact.  Count  per  Million. 

48  hours  @  37°  C .  5 

72  hours  @  22°  C .  7 

Bact.  Coli  per  100  Million. 

Presumptive  .  Absent 

Confirmatory  .  Absent 

Most  probable  Number  .  — 

Remarks. 


The  above  result  indicates  a  water  of  the  highest 
bacterial  purity,  pure  and  wholesome  in  character, 
and  suitable  as  a  public  supply  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 

Extensions. 

Housing  sites  .  3"  pipe  688  yards 

Housing  sites  .  4"  pipe  5943  yards 

Relaying  mains  .  .  6"  pipe  1324  yards 


Renewals  .  3"  pipe  496  yards 

Renewals  .  4"  pipe  200  yards 


New  connections  to  mains  .  183 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 
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1 .  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 
Authorities  .  32  18 

2.  Factories  not  inclu¬ 

ded  in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  .  102  55 

3.  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authorities 
(excluding  outwork¬ 
ers’  premises) .  —  — 


Total  134  73 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Referred 


>1 


>! 

'IT'  o: 

.  Sh 

§  s 

S'  ^ 

?  .0: 

0. 

o 

k, 

5  P 

Want  of  cleanli- 

liness  .  —  — 

Overcrowding  —  — 

Unreasonable 
temperature  ...  —  — 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  .  —  — 

Ineffective  drain- 

a^e  of  floors  —  — 

c? 

Sanitary  conven¬ 
iences — 

(a)  insufficient  1  1 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30286013 


{b)  unsuitable 
or  defective  ...  3  3 

(c)  not  separ¬ 
ate  for  sexes...  — 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  outwork)  — 


Total  4  4 


Notifiable  Diseases  During  the  Year. 


Smallpox  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

Enteric  Fever . 

Measles  . 

Acute  Encephalitis  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . . . 
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Notifications  of  Tuberculosis. 

New  cases  Deaths 


o 

!<. 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and 
over 

Total 
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M.  F. 

0  0 
0  0 
1  0 
3  3 

2  1 
3  1 

0  1 

1  1 
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M.  F. 

0  0 
0  1 
0  1 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 


a; 

M.  F. 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
1  1 
1  1 
0  0 

0  0 
9  9 
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M.  F. 

0  0 
0  1 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 


0  1 


10  7  0  2 


I  remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

H.  LESLIE  GROOM,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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